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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (BANCE, CYRUS) SZ, PARM 

SUBJECT: HODDING CARTER SECOND BRIEFING, GENEVA 19 MAY 1977 

HERE IS THE TEXT OF A SECOND BRIEFING GIVEN BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 
HODDING CARTER, III. 

QUOTE: 

CARTER: GOOD EVENING. FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HEARD THE 
EXCHANGE DOWNSTAIRS AT THE CONCLUSION OE AN HOURAND 45 
MINUTES WORTH OF DISCUSSION ON THE MIDDLE EAST, THIS PARTICULAR 
BRIEFING WILL BE MORE IRRELEVANT THAN USUAL. BUT IN ANY CASE, THE 
TWO PARTIES HAD AN HOUR AND 45 MINUTES IN A FULL EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS ON THE MIDDLE EASTERN SITUATION. THERE WAS A RE- 
AFEIRMATION OF THEIR GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT A GENEVA CONEERENCE 
SHOULD GO FORWARD. THE TIME ERAME WOULD BE ROUGHLY IN THE 
FALL, WITHOUT TOO MUCH DEFINITION OF WHAT FALL MEANS. IT WAS 
NOT HELD AND THE DISCUSSIONS WERE NOT CONDUCTED IN AN ATMOS- 
PHERE OF CRISIS OR SUDDEN R REVALUATION OE THE SITUATION IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST. THERE WAS, AS USUAL, A RECOGNITION OF THE DIFEI- 
CULTIES OF THE GENERAL EEFORT TO BRING ABOUT A PEACEEUL 
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RESOLUTION OE A LONG-TERM PROBLEM THERE. AGAIN, AS YOU HEARD 

1 BELIEVE, THOSE OF YOU WHO WERE THERE, THERE WILL BE A 
RESUMPTION OF THE SALT DISCUSSIONS TOMORROW AT 1 1:00 A.M. AT 
THE SOVIET MISSION AND I NOW WANT TO CHANGE SOMETHING I SAID AT 
THE PREVIOUS BRIEFING TODAY. THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS DECIDED THAT 
THE PLENARY OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE'S MEETING WILL NOT BE 
HELD TOMORROW, FRIDAY, BUT WILL BE HELD INSTEAD ON TUESDAY. 
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AT THE TIME I TOLD YOU THE PLENARY WAS GOING TO BE HELD ERIDAY 
THAT WAS TURE, BUT BECAUSE OF THE ONGOING SALT TALKS, IT HAS 
BEEN DECIDED THAT THEY HAVE TO GO ON AND CHANGE THAT TO TUESDAY 
AND THEY DID CHANGE IT TO TUESDAY. THAT COMPLETES THIS EULL, 

ERANK AND CANDID BRIEFING AND I WILL TAKE QUESTIONS. 

Q. WHEN YOU SAY FALL DO YOU MEAN THIS FALL? 

A. THIS FALL. 

Q. DO THEY AGREE ON THAT, OR THEY TALK ABOUT IT? 

A. THE GENERAL CONSENSUS THAT CAME OUT OF THIS BILATERAL 
DISCUSSION IS THAT A GENEVA CONFERENCE SHOULD BE HELD THIS FALL, 
BUT THERE WILL BE AN ITEM ON THIS SUBIECT, AND THERE MAY BE 
MORE PRECISION IN THAT AT THE TIME. 

Q. DID THEY TALK ABOUT THE PALESTINIANS? 

A. THEY HAD A FULL EXCHANGE ON THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EASTERN 
SITUATION. I DON'T THINK IT'S POSSIBLE TO HAVE AN EXCHANGE 
ON THE MIDDLE EAST WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT THE PALESTINIANS. 

Q. MR. CARTER .... 

A. WAIT, I'LL START IN THE VERY BACK AND I'LL MOVE FORWARD. 

Q. (INAUDIBLE) 
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A. THE QUESTION HAS TO DO WITH WHETHER THEY MADE ANY COMMENT ON 
THE GENERAL, ON THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S COMMENTS THIS MORNING. 

I DON'T KNOW THAT. I HAVE NOTHING ON IT. I THINK WHAT I'VE 

SAID BEFORE ON THAT SUBJECT STANDS THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

SPEAKS FOR HIMSELF. 

Q. HODDING, DO YOU NOW THINK THAT AGREEMENT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED 
ON A GENERAL FRAMEWORK FOR A STRATEGIC ARMS AGREEMENT? 

A. I THINK THAT WHAT WE HAVE HAD IS A VERY THOROUGH REVIEW OF 
THE SALT, YOU ASKED ME, SALT MATTER AND AT THIS POINT IT'S 
PREMATURE TO TALK ABOUT ANYTHING MORE THAN THAT. THE 
RESUMPTION OF THE TALKS IS AT 1 1 :00 A.M. TOMORROW AND THERE 
MAY BE MUCH MORE OF A READ-OUT AFTER THOSE TALKS CONCLUDE. 

Q. HODDING, ON THE MIDDLE EAST DO THE RUSSIANS GIVE ANY 
INDICATION THE PALESTINIANS ARE NOW WILLING TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL 
(INAUDIBLE)? 
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A. DICK, I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT AT ALL. I KNOW THAT BOTH 
SIDES HAVE TALKED TO A NUMBER OE THE PARTIES AND I'M SURE THAT 
THEY EXCHANGED INFORMATION, BUT I HAVE NO READ-OUT WHATSOEVER 
ON THAT. 

Q. (INAUDIBLE) THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, DID THEY GO INTO HOW TO 
SOLVE THE PROBLEM OR DID THEY (INAUDIBLE) JUST TO THE WAYS 
(INAUDIBLE)? 
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A. ALL THAT I HAVE IS THAT THEY REMAIN IN AGREEMENT ON THE 
GENEVA CONEERENCE AND THE NEED FOR RECONVENING IT. AGAIN, 

IT IS POSSIBLE THAT YOU WILL HAVE MORE IN THE STATEMENT IN 
THE COMMUNIQUE. I JUST SAY IT'S POSSIBLE WITHOUT SUGGESTING 
TO YOU THAT THERE WILL BE. 

Q. MR. CARTER (INAUDIBLE). 

A. I'M SORRY. 

Q. (INAUDIBLE) FOR REGULAR CONSULTATION (INAUDIBLE)? 

A. YES, I THINK AGAIN ON THAT QUESTION IS WHETHER THERE WAS 
A PROPOSAL MADE EOR REGULAR CONSULTATIONS ON THAT QUESTION. 

1 THINK THAT AGAIN WE OUGHT TO AWAIT THE FINAL COMMUNIQUE. 

Q. MR. CARTER (IN FRENCH). 

A. ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH DEALING WITH AN OLD MISSISSIPPI 
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BOY AS A PRESS SPOKESMAN IS HE HAS DIFEICULTY TRANSLATING. 

IE YOU WILL GIVE ME THE TRANSLATION ON THAT. 
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Q. WHAT WILL BE THE EEEECT OE THE ISRAELI ELECTIONS? 

A. WHAT? 

Q. WHAT WILL BE THE EEEECT OE THE ISRAELI ELECTIONS? 

A. I HAVE A EEELING AGAIN THAT OUR POSITION ON THE ISRAELI 
ELECTIONS REMAINS THE SAME, THAT WE DON'T HAVE ANY PARTICULAR 
COMMENT ON THE OUTCOME, THAT WE CONTINUE TO SEEK A SOLUTION, 
AND AS WE HAVE SAID AND AS THE PRESS SPOKESMAN EOR THE PRESIDENT 
SAID, WE INTEND TO CONTINUE THE PROCESS WHICH INCLUDES, OE COURSE, 
CONSULTATIONS WITH ALL THE PARTIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THAT 
PRESUMABLY AT THE TIME OE THE EORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT 
INCLUDES THE NEW LEADER OE THAT GOVERNMENT IN ISRAEL. 

Q. HODDING, IS SALT THE ONLY ITEM LEFT ON THE AGENDA? 

A. SALT IS THE ONLY ITEM THAT I KNOW OE THAT'S GOING TO COME 
UP AND THAT WILL BETHE SUBJECT AT 1 1 :00 AND IT IS MY STRONG 
IMPRESSION THAT WE WILL ALSO DISCUSSS IT ON SATURDAY MORNING, 
LATE SATURDAY MORNING. 

Q. WHEN IS THE COMMUNIQUE EXPECTED? 

A. THE TIME ERAME I GAVE YOU BEFORE REMAINS IN EEEECT THAT 
WE OUGHT TO BE TALKING ABOUT A SATURDAY AFTERNOON CONCLUSION 
OE THIS BUSINESS. 

Q. ARE THEY TALKING ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST? 

A. ON THE MIDDLE EAST ALL, ANY STATEMENTS THAT ARE GOING TO 
COME OUT OF THIS INSOFAR AS A FORMAL STATEMENT WILL COME OUT 
AT THE END OE THE ENTIRE SESSION WHICH 

HAS BEEN, AS YOU KNOW, DEVOTED TO BOTH SALT AND THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND THAT WILL BE, I THINK, EARLY SATRUDAY AFTERNOON, 

WITHOUT BEING ANY MORE PRECISE. YES SIR. 
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Q. WHY DO YOU THINK MR. GROMYKO TALKED ABOUT THE SITUATION, 
DOES HE THINK THAT IT IS NOT A NORMAL SITUATION AND DANGEROUS 
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IN THE MIDDLE EAST? BOTH SIDES AGREED ON THAT. 

A. I THINK, I THINK THAT ALL SIDES AGREE THAT THE MIDDLE 
EASTERN SITUATION HAS BEEN DANGEROUS FOR A LONG TIME, TO USE 
A PHRASE THAT WAS USED FURTHER ON IN THAT SAME DISCUSSION, 

AND WE WOULD NOT SUGGEST THAT IT'S MORE DANGEROUS TODAY THAN 
IT WAS YESTERDAY. NO SUGGESTION WAS GIVEN TO THAT EEFECT. 

IT WAS VERY CAREEULLY SAID THAT THIS HAS BEEN A DANGEROUS 
SITUATION EOR SOME TIME. THAT'S EXACTLY WHY WE ARE SO INTERESTED 
IN TRYING TO BRING A RESOLUTION OF IT. YES, NOW WAIT A MINUTE. 
ACTUALLY...BACK HERE. 

Q. HODDING, WILL THERE BE ONE OVERALL COMMUNIQUE OR WILL THERE 
BE A SALT COMMUNIQUE? 

A. I DON'T THINK THAT I HAVE A REALLY ACCURATE ANSWER TO THAT 
ONE YET, SCOTT. 

Q. DID MR. GROMYKO REEER TO WHAT HE CALLS A POTENTIALLY DANGER- 
OUS SITUATION WITH ANY MORE FERVOR THIS TIME THAN WE ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH HEARING HIM STATE THAT THE MIDDLE EAST IS 
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS? 

A. I WOULD, I WOULD NOT MYSELE DRAW THAT INEERENCE FROM WHAT 
I UNDERSTAND. 

Q. THAT IT WAS NOT, THAT THE TONE WAS NOT DIFEERENT IN ANY 
SIGNIEICANT WAY FROM WHAT HE'S ALWAYS SAID. 

A. I WOULD NOT DRAW AN INFERENCE THAT IT WAS. IN OTHER WORDS, 

NO, JIM. 

Q. HODDING, IS MR. VANCE HAVING A PRESS CONEERENCE BEEORE HE 
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LEAVES HERE. 
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A. YES, HE WILL. 

Q. WHY DIDD YOU DO ... 

A. EXCUSE ME, EXCUSE ME. ALL RIGHT, I'LL COME BACK TO YOU 
IN A MINUTE, DICK. 

Q. WHAT WAS THE QUESTION - WILL VANCE HAVE A PRESS CONEERENCE? 

A. WILL VANCE, YES, WILL VANCE HAVE A PRESS CONEERENCE. THE 
ANSWER IS YES. 

Q. WHAT DID YOU ... ON SATURDAY? 

A. WELL, WE STILL HAVE AN ONGOING PROCESS HERE. THERE WILL 
BE A PRESS CONEERENCE. 

Q. WHY DID YOU EEEL IT WAS NECESSARY TO POINT OUT THAT THESE 
TALKS WERE NOT CONDUCTED IN AN ATMOSPHERE OE CRISIS FROM SUDDEN 
REVALUATION? 

A. OH, SIMPLY BECAUSE SO MANY OE YOU HAVE USED THE TERMS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AS THOUGH THERE WERE A CRISIS SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND 

1 SIMPLY AM REFERRING TO YOUR WORDS AND TRYING TO DEAL WITH THAT, 

THAT'S ALL. BUT A... 

Q. (INAUDIBLE) YOU SAY IT'S PREMATURE TO SAY IE THERE IS ANY 
AGREEMENT. ARE YOU TRYING TO SUGGEST (INAUDIBLE). DO YOU NOW 
BELIEVE THAT THERE WILL STILL BE AN AGREEMENT ON A STRATEGIC 
ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT? 

A. JIM, IT WOULD BE PREMATURE FOR ME TO SUGGEST THAT PREMA- 
TURITY MEANT ANYTHING EXCEPT THAT IT IS BEEORE THE FACT. I'M 
SORRY, I SIMPLY DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT. 
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Q. SAY IT IN FRENCH, (LAUGHTER) 

A. YES, JOHN. 

Q. HAS THE SECRETARY TALKED PERSONALLY TO THE PRESIDENT ABOUT 
THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION? 

A. THE QUESTION IS WHETHER THE PRESIDENT HAS TALKED PERSONALLY 
TO THE PRESIDENT ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. 

Q. WHO? 

A. THE SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT. I HONESTLY DON'T KNOW, I 
HONESTLY DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. I KNOW THAT THERE IS 
CONSTANT COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HERE AND THE WHITE HOUSE. 
INSOEAR AS, YOU MEAN A TELEPHONE CALL, I DON'T KNOW. I'LL BE 
HAPPY TO ASK AND I'LL POST THE ANSWER. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q. ARE YOU EXPECTING SOME COMMUNICATION TOMORROW FOR MR. VANCE 
AND MR. GROMYKO FROM WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW? 

A. I THINK I SUGGESTED THAT THE PAUSE WAS TO GIVE BOTH SIDES A 
CHANCE TO CONSIDER WHAT HAD BEEN PUT FORWARD IN THE DISCUSSIONS 
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AND THAT BEING THE CASE, I THINK THAT SINCE BOTH OE THEM WORK 
IN SYSTEMS IN WHICH YOU DEAL WITH A PRESIDENT OR WHEREVER 
THAT THERE IS OBVIOUS COMMUNICATION GOING BACK AND FORTH 
BETWEEN THE TWO CAPITALS AND HERE. 

Q. APART FROM THE STATEMENT COMING UP ON THE MIDDLE EAST, 

IS THAT SUBJECT CLEARED UP NOW EOR THE WINDUP EOR THIS WEEK. 

A. AS I UNDERSTAND IT, SUBJECT TO BEING PROVED WRONG, WE 
HAVE CONCLUDED OUR DISCUSSIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST, THAT EROM 
HERE ON IT'S SALT. 

Q. (INAUDIBLE) 

A. EXCUSE ME? 

Q. WHO HAS SAT IN ON THE MEETING (INAUDIBLE)? 

A. I THINK THE ADDITION WAS MR. ATHERTON, THE A ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY EOR NEAR EASTERN AEEAIRS. 

Q. MR. HABIB? 

A. NO, MR. HABIB IS NOT HERE. AND, TELL YOU WHAT, I'LL 

PUT THAT LIST UP AGAIN TOO, BECAUSE I THINK THERE WERE SOME 
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CHANGES ON BOTH SIDES BECAUSE THE SUBJECT HAD CHANGED. YES. 

Q. GOING BACK TO THE QUESTION BEFORE LAST, DOES IT NOW FOLLOW 
THAT ANY FURTHER PROGRESS IN SALT IS DEPENDENT UPON THE 
(INAUDIBLE) RECEIVED FROM MOSCOW? 
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A. I DON'T THINK I CAN REALLY ANSWER THAT ONE. I WOULD 
JUST SIMPLY TELL YOU THAT, THAT RIGHT NOW THERE IS A PAUSE 
WHILE BOTH SIDES CONSIDER WHAT'S BEEN DONE AND, YOU KNOW, I 
JUST SIMPLY CAN'T SAY, BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW, AT WHAT LEVEL 
PROGRESS WILL BE MADE OR HOW IT WILL BE MADE. YES. 

Q. DOES THE UNITED STATES HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIETS 
WILL BE CONSTRUCTIVE ON THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION? 

A. I REALLY DON'T HAVE ANY KIND OF THING TO OFFER YOU ON 
THAT BARRY. I'M JUST STUCK UPON THE WORDS THAT I HAVE HERE, 

FOR THE MOMENT. 

Q. HODDING, THE HEAD OF THE LIKUD PARTY IN ISRAEL ANNOUNCED 
TODAY THAT HE WAS PLANNING TO AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
JEWISH SETTLEMENT ON THE WEST BANK SO THAT THE ISRAELIS AND 
ARABS WILL LIVE SIDE BY SIDE IN PEACE. HAVE THE SECRETARY 
OR HIS (INAUDIBLE) HAD A CHANCE TO (INAUDIBLE). 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANY COMMENT ON IT WHICH LEAVES ME TO BELIEVE 
THAT THE ANSWER WOULD BE NO. 
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Q. O.K. 

A. I KNOW THAT THEY HAVEN'T FOCUSSED ENTIRELY ON WHATEVER THAT 
REPORT IS. I JUST SIMPLY HAVE NOTHING ON IT. I DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING ON IT AND, TO BE FRANK, I HAVEN'T HEARD ANY DISCUSSION 
OF IT. 

Q. HAVE THEY GONE FURTHER BEYOND THE (INAUDIBLE) CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE THIS FALL? HAVE THEY 
FORMULATED ANY PARTICULAR DETAILS OE THE TERRITORY (INAUDIBLE). 

A. I REALLY DON'T WANT TO WALK TOO FAR ON THAT ONE BECAUSE MY 
IGNORANCE WOULD DISPLAY ITSELF, EXCEPT TO SAY THAT THERE'S NO 
WAY TO HAVE A GENEVA CONEERENCE WITHOUT PREPARATORY MEETINGS 
BETWEEN THE PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING TO CONVENE IT TOGETHER AT 
WHATEVER LEVEL OR HOWEVER THEY DO IT, BUT, NO, I DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING SPECIFICALLY ON AN AGENDA FOR MEETINGS OR ANYTHING OF 
THE SORT AND I DON'T BELIEVE IN FACT THAT THAT IS AN ESTABLISHED 
SETUP YET. THANK YOU. 

END QUOTE. VANCE 
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